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Title: Plan of Salvation (DD-8)

Purpose: To instruct the hearers of the Calvinistic distinctive of Unconditional Election.

Introduction

1. In our study of biblical doctrine, have considered the orthodox distinctive or the essential Christian distinctive. And before moving to the next distinctive, I want 1st to deal w/ a very practical question: “Why not just be content w/ the essential Christian distinctive? Why do we have to go any further?” Several reasons.

a. Because God’s word-revelation does not stop w/ just the essentials of the faith. Had God’s word stopped w/ the essentials, then we should not go any further. But God in the Scriptures has given much more, and, therefore, we need to go further.

b. Moreover, remember that everything God has revealed in the Scriptures is profitable for us, not just the essentials of the faith.

· Acts 20:17-20,27 (READ) - Note the parallel between "anything that was profitable" and "the whole purpose (or council) of God". The clear implication is that the whole council or revelation of God is profitable.

· 2Tim 3:16-17 (READ) - Note; "All (or every) Scripture … is profitable", not just some parts of it. And we dare not say that that or this teaching of Scriptures is not profitable! All is God-breath and, therefore, profitable. And to be thoroughly furnished for every good work, we need the whole of Scriptures., not just certain teachings of it.

· In Tit 3:9, Paul exhorts Titus to "avoid foolish controversies and genealogies, and strife and disputes bout the Law, for they are unprofitable and worthless". But it is obvious that Paul here is talking about a very speculative approach to teachings of the Scriptures - like, who was the wife of Cain? How was the father of who? How many demons can occupy the point of a needle? Those issues that are really very speculative. But all the teachings of Scripture is profitable, not just some of them.

c. Besides, remember that error even in the non-essentials of the Christian faith is potentially harmful. 

· Gal 5:9 (READ). A little leaven of error, if left unchecked, will secretly & eventually reshape the whole body of truth of the Christian faith - & if you study church’s history, this truth is repeatedly illustrated.

· Thus Mt 16:6 “ Watch out & beware of the leaven of the Pharisees & Sadducees”

d. In addition, remember that oneness of mind even in non-essentials is vital in preserving & strengthening Christian unity.

· 1Cor 1:10 (READ). To avoid divisions in the church, Paul exhorts the members to all “agree” or literally “ to speak the same things” - "to be made complete” or literally “ be perfectly joined together or mended” - “ in the same mind & of the same judgment”. If the church is to mend its divisions, then they will have to be united in the things they believe & even say. 

· If you read the rest of the letter, Paul addresses the issues they were divided over, & those issues included even non-essentials of the Christian faith. Things like marriage, meat sacrifice to idols, choice of ministers - unless the church will believe the same things concerning these issues, the church will not be able to preserve its unity.

e. Therefore, in our study of biblical doctrines, we must not just stop at the essentials, but move to consider other important biblical doctrines. Because God’s revelation does not stop w/ just the essentials, because everything God has revealed in Script. is profitable, because error even in the non-essentials of the Christian faith is potentially harmful, & because oneness of mind even in non-essential is vital in preserving & strengthening of  Christian unity.

2. & today, we move to consider the next doctrinal distinctive. & that is what is known as the Calvinistic Distinctives.

a. The word “Calvinistic” is nowhere to be found in the Bible. But theologians coined this word as a convenient verbal handle to describe truths revealed in Scriptures. 

b. During the 1st quarter of the 17th cent., the students of  James Arminius ( a Dutch seminary professor) challenged the official confessions of faith of the church in Holland ( Belgic & Heidelberg Conf.).  As a result, theologians gathered in Holland in order to examined James Arminius’ position.  After months of deliberation, they rejected Arminius' position as inconsistent w/ Scriptures & then reaffirm what they believe the Scriptures to teach in a written document. The teaching contained in that document is what is now called as the “Calvinistic Distinctives”.

c. The original document had 4 parts to it - 1) the plan of salvation: unconditional election, 2) the accomplishment of salvation: limited atonement 3) the application of salvation: total depravity, free offer of the gospel, irresistible grace 4) the Christian life: perseverance & preservation of the saints

UNIT II: CALVINISTIC DISTINCTIVES
SECTION 1: THE PLAN OF SALVATION - Unconditional Election
I. 
THE EXPLICATION OF THE DOCTRINE

A. All Christians who take their bibles seriously are agreed that the bible do teach election. 

1. All agree that God, from the mass of fallen humanity, has from eternity has chosen or elected those whom He will saved through the redemptive work of Messiah.

2. & this is because the words “ elect”, “election”, “elected”, “chose”, “ chosen”  repeatedly appear in the Script & you cannot just get rid of them.

3. Two scriptural witnesses:

a. Mt 24:21-24 (READ)

b. Eph 1:3-4 (READ).  Note: Who did the choosing or electing? God. Whom did God choose? “us” - these believers including Paul. When did God make this choice? “before the foundation of the world” - even before the world was made, in eternity past. In connection with whom did God choose? ‘in Him (Christ”. What was the end in view of God’s choice? “that we should be holy & blameless before Him” - to save them from sin & from all its consequences.

B. However, James Arminius in the 1st quarter of the 17th century asserted that this choice of God from eternity is base on the sinner's foreseen faith - it was conditional. From the mass of fallen humanity, God from eternity foresaw who would believe in Christ. & on the ground of that foreseen faith, God chose them to be saved - election is conditional.

C. The question is: Was James Arminius right or wrong? On the basis of the Scriptures, I believe, together w/ a host of others, that he was dead wrong & that election is  unconditional

Trans: & why? That leads us to…
II. 
THE BIBLICAL PROOF OF THE DOCTRINE

A. The Bible teaches that faith is the result, & not the basis of election.

1. Acts 13:46-48 (READ). Literally: " believed (pi,steusan verb indicative aorist active 3rd person plural) as many as had been appointed ( etagme,noi verb participle perfect passive nominative masculine plural) to eternal life". Note: Luke did not say: “as many who believed were ordained to eternal life” but vise-versa. Not all the Gentiles who heard believed. But all and only those (but as many as ) were ordained to eternal life believed. Therefore, faith is the result and not the basis of election. 

2. It is like rain. The wetness of the ground is the result of the rain, not the cause of it.

B. The Bible teaches that faith is not just the channel, but also the fruit of God's grace.

1. Acts 18:27 (READ). Note: the disciples are described as those who believe because of God’s grace. So even the act of faith is the result of God’s grace - & w/o God’s grace, no one will ever believe.

2. Phi 1:29 (READ). Note:  Even the act of believing is a gift from God, and for Paul that is a given. He assumes that these Philippians believers already know that. 

C. The Bible explicitly teaches that God’s purpose in election is purely sovereign.

1. Rom 9:10-13 (READ). Context: Here Paul is seeking to prove the doctrine of election & note what he says. God was so concern to show that His choice is not based on anything we do, either good or bad, which even before the twins were born, God already declared to Rebecca who His choice was- Jacob & not Esau. Granted that God already knew exactly what Jacob & Esau will do, but clear here also is that God’s choice was not based on anything they did. And God was zealous to point that out that He already announced His choice to Rebecca before the twins were born.

2. Thus God’s choice is, in the language of Eph “according to the kind intention of His will” - “according to His own good pleasure” (Eph 1:5).

Trans: Of course there are common objections raised against this bibl. teaching, & let me deal w/ the most common...

III.
THE COMMON OBJECTIONS RAISED AGAINST THIS DOCTRINE

A. One objection has to do w/ the word “foreknow” in the bible.

1. Rom 8:29 (READ). Some say: that predestination or election is based on God’s foreknowledge as to who will in the future believe.

2. But....

a. We have already seen in Script. that even faith is the result, & not the basis of election, & also that faith is not just the channel of grace but the also the fruit of grace - & also that God’s choice is purely a Sovereign act of God’s will.

b. Moreover, remember that, often in the bible,  the word “know” means more than just “bare knowledge” - & it means having a  “distinguishing love & affection for someone” 

· Mt 7:22-23 (READ). Christ’s knew these people, in the sense that He knew they were all lawless. But He never knew them in the sense that He had a distinguishing love & affection for them.

· Thus Rom 8:29 can also be translated: “ those whom He foreloved, He predestined..” & that is how F.F. Bruce translates that passage.

B. Another objection has to do w/ God’s justice - “It is not just.”

1. The H.S. anticipates this objection in Rom 9:14a  (READ). After Paul has demonstrated the doctrine of election from the example of God’s choice of Isaac & His rejection of Ishmael & God’s choice of Jacob & rejection. of Esau, Paul then anticipates an objection.

2. & what is the answer? READ Rom 9:14b-18 
a. God’s salvation has to do w/ God’s mercy & not justice. Therefore, to talk about justice is completely out of place. For if we talk about justice, what would be the outcome? Condemnation. Sin + Justice = Condemnation. So when we talk about salvation, we should no longer talk about God’s justice but God’s mercy. And Paul here clearly asserts that that mercy is something God has the Sovereign right to give to whomever He wills.

b. The real problem why anyone would ever think that the doctrine of unconditional election is unjust is because many think that man has the right to be saved - He is entitled to God’s mercy. But no. Man, as a fallen creature deserves nothing but condemnation. So the issue that should astound us when confronted w/ the doctrine of election should not be why God chose only some & not all, but why God chose to save anyone at all! Mercy. Undeserved Mercy.

C. Another objection has to do w/ God’s fairness - “ Election might not be unjust, but it unthinkably unfair.”

1. The H.S. anticipates this objection in Rom 9:19 (READ). After dealing w/ the objection against election that has to do w/ God’s justice, Paul moves to deal w/ another objection. If man’s eternal destiny rests not in the will of man but in the Sovereign will of God, then why will God find fault in anyone when we are just "victims" of His irresistible & sovereign decree? It is unfair?

2. & what is the answer to that objection? Rom 9:20-24 (READ). 

a. God is the Creator but we are just His creatures. & as Creator, He has every right to do whatever He wills w/ us. And we have absolutely no right to complain against Him. 

b. And Paul illustrates this by using the analogy of a potter’s right over the clay that he molds.  A potter has every right to do whatever he wills w/ the clay that he molds. The vessels he makes do not have the right to complain to the potter: “ Why did you make me like this & not like that?”; for the potter has absolute rights over the clay he molds. So also w/ God - no human being has the right to question the ways & will of God, for God has absolute rights over all the creatures He has made. 

c. & our problem in God's sovereign election is that we are so absorb w/ human rights but forget altogether about Divine rights. Let us think about human rights, but let us not forget about God’s rights

D. Another objection is that this doctrine will lead to a fatalistic mentality and approach to life - Qui Sera. Sera!

1. A sinner might say: “ If man’s salvation or damnation ultimately rest, not in the will of man, but in the will of God, then I do not have do anything about being save, nor should I do something that others might be saved. After all, man’s salvation ultimately rests not in the will of man but in the will of God. What will be - will be. ”'

2. In answer to this, we must keep in mind that, in the bible, there is a dual aspect of God’s will.

a. One aspect of God's will is the ultimate cause of all reality, which can never be resisted or frustrated. But there is another aspect of God's will that embodies what God wants, desires, and commands us to do, which can and is often resisted and violated.

b. Examples:

· One graphic example where we see this dual aspect of God’s will is Christ's crucifixion. Was it the will of God that X’s be crucified?  No & Yes. No is the sense that it was in violation of His moral & God hated what the people did & judge them for it. & Yes in the sense that God purposed that it will most surely come to pass. Acts 4:28-29 (READ).   So here were are confronted w/ a biblical tension and mystery of the dual aspect of God’s will.

· Another graphic example is what Joseph’s brothers did to him. Was it the will of God that Joseph’s brothers sell him as a slave? No & Yes. No in the sense that it was in violation of God’s moral law & He hated what they did. & Yes in the sense that it was God who purposed that it will come to pass  Gen 47:8; 50:20 (READ). So here we are confronted w/ a biblical tension and mystery of the dual aspect of God’s will.

c. & the same is true when we talk about God’s salvation. It is the will of God that all be saved? Yes & No. 

· Yes in the sense that He desires & invites all to be save - Ezk 18:23; 33:11; Mt 23:37 (READ).

· & No in the sense that God did not choose all to be saved but purposed that some will be damned for their sins

d. As long as we keep in mind this dual aspect of God’s will, then we will never fall into fatalism. Why plead w/ people to repent & believe? Because, in a real sense, God wants & commands that all sinners repent & believe. & why pray to God that He will save sinners?  Because, in a real sense, God wants all sinners to be saved - & in prayer the focus of our prayer should not be the decreetive aspect of God’s will but the perceptive aspect of God’s will... Deut 29:29 (READ).

e. Objection: “But I don’t like tensions and mysteries?” 

· If you don’t, then you don’t like Christianity, because Christianity has plenty of mysteries! - The mystery of the Trinity - The mystery of X’s person - The mystery of God’ will - & a host of many others.

· Besides, isn’t it rather proud for us to think that our little teacup brain can fully understand God? God is knowable, but He is also incomprehensible - Job 11:7-8 (READ).
3. In addition, keep in mind that God’s decrees are accomplished through God ordained means.

a. God’s decrees do not cancel out the need for us to preach the gospel, live a holy life, and pray that sinners might be saved. For these are the means God uses to accomplish His decrees.

b. Graphic Example: 

· Exo 32:8-14 (READ) Moses prayer did not changed God’s decree, but in terms of God’s involvement in providence, it did affect God. 

· Thus from speaking of God's sovereignty in saving sinners in Rom 9, Paul moves to Rom 10:1, 13-16 (READ).

· Then note 2Tim 2:10 (READ).

c. Therefore, we must not think that God’s decrees are accomplished w/o means - God uses means in order to accomplish His decrees.

Trans:
Having considered…. That leads us now to…

IV.
THE PRACTICAL BENEFITS OF THIS DOCTRINE

· What are the practical benefits of this teaching? How are they profitable to us? Let me just point out a few.

A. The doctrine of unconditional election exalts God and, under the blessing of the Spirit, will humbles us who have been saved to the very dust.  

1. One of man's basic and biggest problems is pride. We have too high an assessment of ourselves. And we love to steal jewels from God's crown. But God hates the proud but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6). 

2. The practical benefit of this doctrine is that it exalts God and humbles us who have been saved to the dust. Ever our believing is not of ourselves. It is of God. We did not choose God because we were wiser and nobler than all the rest of stupid humanity. We believe because God chose us from all eternity to believe and be saved. If not for that act of God, we would have refused and perish like all the rest.

3. Trinity Hymnal: 271: "Why was I made to hear thy voice, And enter while there's room, When thousand make a wretched choice, And rather starve than come?" "'Twas the same love that spread the feast, That sweetly drew us in; Else we had still refused to taste, And perished in our sin."

B. The doctrine of unconditional election will, under the blessing of the Holy Spirit, strengthen us in our resolve to diligently pursue holiness and growth in the Christian life.

1. Think of it this way: If there was no chance that as a basketball player you can become as good as Michael Jordan or Jason Kidd, then why strive to be like them? But if you had the chance to become one, then there is greater motivation to become like one. In fact, the surer you are that you can become one, the more will you strive to be one. The same is true with respect to God’s unconditional election. If God has chosen us to salvation not just from hell but from sin that we might become holy, then nothing will be able to frustrate God’s plan. Our efforts to grow in holiness will not be in vain. We can grow in holiness and will someday become perfectly holy. 

2. Besides, the more we strive to grow and be holy, the more certain we are that God has really chosen us from all eternity unto salvation. Thus 2Pet 1:10 (READ). 

C. The doctrine of unconditional election is, under the blessing of the Holy Spirit, a powerful preservative from pride in times of blessings. 

1. Pro 27:21 (READ) “The crucible is for silver and the furnace for gold; And each is tested by the praise accorded him”. And when blessings come in our ministry, there is a powerful tendency towards pride.

2. But the doctrine of unconditional election keeps us from such foolish pride. 1Thess 1:2-5 (READ). Illustration: My Experience with Cally's conversion. 

D. The doctrine of unconditional election will, under the blessing of the Holy Spirit, motivate us to faithfulness and perseverance in our ministry even in times of relative barrenness.

1. And why? For we know that those whom God has chosen to save will be saved. And therefore, we will labor to preach the gospel faithfully and perseveringly even in times of relative barrenness. 

2. And this was the driving force behind Paul’s ministry – 2Tim 2:10 (READ). 

E. Then finally, the doctrine of unconditional election is, under the blessing of the Holy Spirit, a powerful fuel to worship God for all richness of His mercy and grace.
1. Eph 1:3-5 (READ) – For Paul, this doctrine of election is not dry and wearisome theology. This is a fuel of praise to God.
2. Rom 11:33-36 (READ). For Paul, who had a spiritual understanding of this teaching, the doctrine of election is not a dry and wearisome piece of theological abstraction. It is a powerful fuel in his worship of God. And if God were to give us spiritual understanding of this doctrine, the effect would also be the same. Illustration: My Experience with this doctrine only added a higher note in my worship that was not there yet after I understood the doctrine of justification by faith.

Conclusion: Therefore, let us believe this doctrine & let us unashamedly proclaim it to all in our generation.

